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4he case also with silica, and perhaps with some of the ^Chap.-ni.
other earths* We must therefore subtract all these
deficiencies from the full number 2210. However, to
compensate this, at least in part, there are several acids
capable of combining with two bases at once. Thus
the tartaric acid combines at once with potash and soda.
Such combinations are called triple salts, and they in- Triple salts,
crease the number of salts considerably. There are
some salts, too, which are capable of combining with
an additional dose of their acid, and others which com-
bine with an additional dose of their base. The French
chemists denote the first of these combinations by add-
ing to the usual name of the salt the phrase with excess
of acid, or by prefixing to it the word acidulous : They
denote the second by subjoining the phrase with excess
of base. This method has the merit of being precise ; "
bur it is awkward and tedious. The ingenious mode of
naming ibese combinations proppsed by Dr Pearson
ought certainly to be preferred. It is equally precise,
if not more so, and far more convenient in every respect.

It consists in prefixing to the usual name of the salt the  SlIPersfHs

r          &                                 .                  and sub-

preposition super, to denote an excess of acid, and the* salts.

preposition sub, to denote an excess of base *. Thus
sulphate of potash denotes the salt in its state of perfect
neutralization, without any excess either of the sulphu-
ric acid or of the potash ; super sulphate of potash is the
same salt with an excess of acid; sub sulphate of potash
is the same salt with excess of base. These three dif-
ferent kinds of salts must increase the number of saline
compounds very considerably ; but the precise number

* Pearson's Translation of tie Chemical KtMcncIuture, p. 52.